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Art Chicago turns 30 this year. Once the preeminent art fair in the US, Art Chicago has seen its posi-
tion usurped over the past decade by the Armory Show in New York and Art Basel Miami Beach, the 
American version of venerable Art Basel. But, since being acquired by Merchandise Mart Properties 
Inc in 2006, the “Windy City” show has been making an impressive comeback. Under the umbrella of 
Artropolis, which includes NEXT, showing emerging artists, and the Merchandise Mart International 
Antiques Fair, covering 20th century design and nearly everything else that’s collectible, the 2010 
edition of Art Chicago features 150 galleries, exhibiting modern and contemporary art, from 55 cities 
around the world. Click through to view our own gallery of favorites.

Power players, including Rhona Ho�man Gallery, White Cube, Haunch of Venison, Rena Bransten 
Gallery, and Nyehaus, are represented, as well as non-pro�t arts organizations, such as amfAR, the 
Aperture Foundation, and the International Sculpture Center. Meanwhile, special exhibitions round 
up artists exploring social and political ideas, works that are emblematic of major movements and 
developments in American art, and a presentation of 27 large-scale sculptures in the interior and 
exterior public spaces of the Merchandise Mart. Along with panels discussions, visits to private collec-
tions, and gallery openings and museum receptions throughout the city, Art Chicago, which runs 
from April 30 to May 3, is edging its way back to the top.


